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[the arts @ lwcc]

...affirms that, because we are created in the image of God, each
person is gifted with some level of creativity. We believe we will
encounter Jesus in new ways and will go deeper in relationship
with God as we give time to explore and develop— individually,
and in the context of spiritual community— the creative gifts
He’s given us.

Want to hear more?

Contact deAnn
(see info below)

the gallery @ common grounds

Living Word’s Coffee Bar, is a
venue for emerging and established artists to courageously share
their heartfelt creative expression. Exhibits change every six
weeks.

We hope you encounter God through interacting with the art on
display and we pray that you’ll be inspired to discover the artist
within yourself.

For more information about , or
to submit your work for consideration, contact deAnn Roe,
, at 755.0089 x126 or at droe@Iwccyork.com.



100 days of inspiration

Visual Artist, Melody Hogan, spent the last 100 days of
2009 completing a creative experiment she called "100 Days:
100 Paintings." She decided to unplug from the noise of the
world to make space to find the Divine through her painting.
As she embarked on the experiment, she explained, "I'll be ex-
cavating the creativity that's in my heart and putting it onto
the canvas. In quieting the voices that so loudly beg for my at-
tention and affection, | will tune my ears to the One Voice that
is the source of all things creative, and beg for His."

Melody completed a painting each day for 100 days,
chronicling the adventure with back stories for each painting.
This exhibit is a collection of the favorite paintings and prose
produced during her experiment.
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back story of the anointing

This painting was harder than the rest. Being the last
one in a series of one hundred, so much significance and
weight was born by it’s completion. It represented the end of
an amazing journey...an experiment, if you will...with the Lord,
and a group of faithful followers.

I’'ve often heard the phrase “anointing” used to
describe a sense of God’s favor or blessing resting on some-
one’s abilities...like singing, playing an instrument, or leading a
worship song. As if, being “anointed” is EXTRA special in com-
parison to the ordinary.

And before | come off sounding critical, | need to
explain that I've FELT that extra special something in certain
situations. There are some worship songs that simply minister
to me more profoundly than others. There are particular wor-
ship leaders that seem to be able to guide me to the throne
room of God more quickly or intensely. There are certain au-
thors that show me a side of God’s character that I’ve never
seen quite that way before. But something just doesn’t quite
settle within me when | sense the implication that some peo-
ple are anointed by God, and some are not. Aren’t we ALL sup-
posed to be a part of God’s royal priesthood...vessels through
which His glory can be shared with all of mankind?

Let me share a story with you about the ancient Moors
of Northern Africa who ruled over Spain. Their Arabic culture
was know for their lavish celebrations that included lively mu-
sic and dancing. In their Muslim tradition, when a dancer per-
formed with unusual intensity and beauty, it was customary
for the audience to shout out, “Allah, Allah!”...as if to say, “I

see God! | see a glimpse of God!”
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back story of the anointing

This tradition made it’s way across Europe, being trans-
lated into French as “Allez! Allez!” (from where we get the
phrase “allez oop”), and later in Spain it was heard and more
commonly used in the bull fighting stadiums as, “Ole! Ole!”

But init’s purest form, the cry “Allah, Allah” was used
in those matchless performances... you know the ones...the
kind that leave you holding your breath, the ones that give you
chills, or leave you feeling like you’ve you just witnessed some-
thing almost holy. As if the artist or performer had become a
vessel for God Himself...and you had just been given a rare
glimpse of His glory.

I’ve experienced transcendent moments like that
many times, but I’ve just never really known what to call them,
or how to aptly describe them. But in learning about the his-
torical origins of the word “olé”, | feel like I finally get it for the
very first time.

We were all created to give the world a glimpse of
God’s glory. We were meant to be used as vessels that He
could shine His light through. We were meant to draw man
closer to God, and display His glory in vibrant color.

In John 17:22-23, Jesus says it this way: “I have given
them the glory You gave me, so they may be one as we are one. |
am in them and You are in me. May they experience such perfect
unity that the world will know that You sent me and that You
love them as much as You love me.”

May we ALL live our lives in such a way that people
will want to respond by shouting, “Allah! Allah!...I have seen a
glimpse of God!”

~ Melody Hogan
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melody hogan

contact info:
www.melodyhogan.com
melody@melodyhogan.com




biography

Melody Hogan was born in 1964, in Searcy, Arkansas, to
parents who were devoted to education and invested them-
selves in their close-knit small town community. Born 11 years
after her brother and 9 years after her sister, Melody was
raised with a dual citizenship of sorts, as baby of the family and
as only child, after her siblings left home for college life.

Her creativity blossomed early in life--performing vocal
solos in her mother's professional music programs at the age
of 4, winning her first blue ribbon for Art in the White County
Fair at the age of 6, and a variety of other creative outlets
throughout her early school years. Upon graduation from
Harding Academy, it was no big surprise to friends and family
that Melody enrolled as a Fine Arts major at Harding Univer-
sity, in her home town of Searcy. Subsequent to earning her
Masters degree in Education, she took to the open road and
lived on both the East and West Coasts while pursuing corpo-
rate careers in marketing, interior design and the graphic arts.

After spending 20 years in the corporate world, Melody
returned to her first love - fine art. She attributes this re-birth
to the loving acceptance and encouragement of her husband,
John, a music artist, educator, and lover of the creative proc-
ess. Having married later in life, they shared the common con-
viction that their relationship to God and each other directly
influenced their creativity, and should be given top priority in
their lives.

Establishing a safe place for each other's creative ex-
pression to be nurtured, as Melody states, "was like throwing
lighter fluid on smoldering ashes." “Itignited a creative
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biography

craving in me that | had never experienced in my art studies--as
if somehow I’d made an inner transition from doing art, to be-
ing an artist.” Surprisingly, she found that the 20-year hiatus
had not depleted her creative ability, but actually enhanced it,
in what Melody has humorously dubbed "the germinating
years". She recalls with fondness the “thawing out” process,
and likens the days that have followed to the colorful explo-
sion of Spring after having endured the grayness of a long,
cold Winter.

Her rebirth into the world of painting coincides with a
spiritual re-awakening, in which she became inspired to cele-
brate God’s presence while she creates. She says that painting
is “the perfect union of doing what | love for the One |
love.” “It’s no longer just about me expressing myself and my
point of view, but it’s about the two-way conversation going
on between me and my Creator.”
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~ MELODY’S BOOK ~
FROM SEPTEMBER 21 -

L P RN DECEMBER 31, 2009
msPiration
i | COMMITTED TO PAINT A NEW
ArENETATR PAINTING EVERY DAY FOR THE
FIE, E ¢ el ‘ I- @ =]
- - LAST 100 DAYS OF THE YEAR.
mwER L
il MEREES AS A CREATIVE, THESE ARE MY
I B PLE L THOUGHTS. THIS IS MY
T LT RLE
5= ARYEE JOURNEY. WELCOME TO

THE CREATIVE PROCESS!

For back stories on each painting,
please see the binder in the coffee bar lobby.

Melody’s book, “100 Days of Inspiration” is available for

purchase. Please contact her (info on page 6) to get your copy.

Artwork Prices

Originals: 22 x28 $300

Prints: 8x10/10x 8 S25
11x14/14 x 11 S45
16 x 20/20 x 16 S65
18 x 24/24 x 18 S85

Contact Melody:
melody@melodyhogan.com
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melody s artist statement

There is a fervent fascination that | have with the world
around me...a child-like wonder...an unending romance with the
way a delicate shadow can lay across the sidewalk, the way
smoldering colors hang on the horizon as sun melts into sea, and
the graceful dance of morning mist as it rises from the arms of
the earth. My paintings have become a public declaration of this
love affair...a reflection of the beauty around me... fueled by its
color, form, and texture.

After a 20-year hiatus from the pursuit of fine art, | con-
sider my current work to be a celebration of rebirth. | have taken
creativity into corporate environments for the past two decades
as a graphic and interior designer, but found that my personal
expression on canvas suffered in the wake of long days, heavy
work loads and pressing deadlines.

The past twelve months of unwavering support and en-
couragement from my husband, friends and family have resulted
in a reawakening of the creative voice inside of me. Init’s re-
birth, | am more intrigued by the creative process, more drawn
to it, and more passionate about it than I've ever been before. |
have finally experienced that feeling that I’'ve always longed for
as an artist...where painting is like breathing. Where to NOT
paint is to die a bit inside...and to even simply defer the opportu-
nity creates an aching in the soul. I've waited all of my life to
have that “thing”...that craving...that itch. And now that | do, |
can’t imagine life without it.

In a world filled with fear and death and despair, | want
my art to convey a sense of life and hope and vibrancy...bringing

light into the darkness, speaking truth into the lie.
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lwee art stuff

the studio

where visual artists gather

This informal gathering of emerging and established artists meets on
the third Wednesday of each month, from 7:00—8:30 PM at LWCC.

If you have discovered your preferred artistic medium and are intentionally
developing your skills through classes, mentoring, and/or practice or actively
creating professional level art, have experience in gallery exhibits, and
continue to hone your talent, the studio is where you belong!

the studio, connecting to:
1 Artists

God

Church
Community

For information about this ministry and the interest groups that focus on
photography and writing, check out the blog:

[the Arts @ LW] www.lwcc-arts.blogspot.com

To talk art and spirituality—contact
deAnn Roe at 755.0089 x126 or email:
droe@Iwccyork.com

upcoming exhibits at lwce

® lJune N.C. Artist, Melody Hogan, in conjunction with
Encounter: a night of worship. Gallery Reception 6/18

@ July no exhibit — deAnn’s maternity leave

® Aug-Sept KidzArt 3.0 —Treasure Park Kids

® Oct-Nov special exhibit in conjunction with Encounter

€ Nov-Jan TBA

[Exhibit themes are subject to change. But we hope they don’t.]
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transforming arts

Each of us is created in the image of God, the Master Creator
and Artist. Therefore, we too, have the ability to create beauty
that brings Glory to Him. is the real purpose of art.

Often, our “inner critic” speaks loudly in our mind. We ignore the
creative longing buried deep in our heart—the desire to paint,
write, sculpt, draw, whatever creative interest He's given us.
When we ignore this longing, we rob ourselves of an opportu-
nity to develop a God-given facet that’s vital to who we are.

Art is an expression of the human heart. Creating can be a form
of heartfelt prayer and worship, a time where you encounter the
Creator Himself and transformation occurs in the heart of the
artist.

Not only does God speak to our hearts through our own creative
endeavors, He uses what we create to speak to others who en-

counter and interact with it.

It’s amazing, beautiful, and mysterious.

deAin Roe

creative & spiritual journey, check out: ’ )
http://blog.verticalcreativity.org C VLA

And for encouragement on the VerTiCCﬂ@
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the arts - interest groups

Photography

~ We meet at different
locales each month and spend
time intentionally “seeing”
through the camera lens as we
capture creative images. It's a
great way to meet other photogra-
pher-type people and learn from
one another all in the context of
community.

Everyone is welcome and, no,

you do not need to have a fancy
camera to participate in these
gatherings. For more information
on this group,

visit: www.lwcc-arts.blogspot.com

Find fun and creative photo chal-
lenges and view photos from oth-
ers in this art community on the
site, too. You can participate
online and through the monthly
“photo field trips.”

the arts lending library

There are many books on creativity and |

writing available to borrow from

The Arts Lending Library.

Contact deAnn to check one out.

Literally.

Writing

~ This is a writing commu-
nity specifically for those who
have writing projects budding
and simply want time and prac-
tice. This group also offers the
writer much-needed and grace-
filled feedback on his or her
work. We meet from 7-8:30 pm
in the large board room across
from the kitchen.
For gathering dates and for late-
breaking news, check out:
www.lwcc-arts.blogspot.com

~ a gathering
geared for women only that is
currently on hiatus until interest,
once again, arises. If you are in-
terested in this group, please
contact deAnn Roe.
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This booklet is created as a companion piece to
The Gallery @ Common Grounds exhibit at LWCC.

LIVING WORD
A GRACE-FILLED COMMUNITY
www.lwccyork.com

2530 Cape Horn Road ~ Red Lion, PA 17356 ~ 717 755 0089



