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ABouT THI§ EXHIBIT

Our photography group, Aperture, has taken two York
photo outings and the images in this exhibit are from those
who participated in these outings.

Originally, I’m not from York. I’'m a California transplant.
Quite frankly, | used to think that York was rather dull and bor-
ing. But as | explored the downtown area, with all its history
and beautiful architecture, through my camera lens, suddenly |
grew fond of this little town | now call home.

Like any town or city, York has its shadowy streets and
garbage-filled allies, people asking for money, and the stench
of depravity. Yet, just as other towns or cities, York has its
bright spots, filled with vivid color and life. The downtown
area is one of my favorite places. | enjoy the restaurants, art
galleries, little boutiques, and specialty shops.

Our photo outings to York really surprised people. They
saw beauty even in the broken and tattered. It’s a special and
unexpected beauty—the kind that God enables us to see as
we grow in Him and we learn to “see the world as He does.” In
that Holy seeing, we learn to love as He does as well. | hope
that through the photography on display you will see a new
and beautiful side to our already beautiful city, York. And we
thank and praise the God of this city!

deAnin Roe
; 0
8C < <212,233,$$4% 145 . ,



It is amazing to me what a person can see when they
are intentional. For example: | drive down W. Market Street
on my way home from the fairgrounds. | don’t really think
about what | am seeing; a red light, a green light, parked vehi-
cles to get around, stop at the crosswalk for pedestrians, peo-
ple are everywhere, etc. When | am intentional about what |
am doing... | notice more. For example: | didn’t know that
there was a bronze statue outside of the Beaver Street en-
trance to the Central Market, | didn’t know that there were
pots of flowers hanging from the light posts, | didn’t know
that there was an art deco building right on W. Market Street,
| didn’t know that it was so beautiful behind the Colonial
Courthouse... | could go on and on about the things that | saw
on that beautiful “photograph York” day, that | never saw
before. I think that this was a burning bush for me. Not that
God was saying to me that | need to look more closely at York
City, although He is surely in this place, but to look more
closely for Him....in the everyday. He sends me burning
bushes all the time but I’'m in too much in a hurry to “see”
them. There is so much He wants to show me, He is speaking
to me....He is being intentional with me...and that day He
used York City.... and | saw Him!



As far back as | can remember | have been interested in
art, and for many years | have been expressing myself through
some form of creative medium. Art has become a way of life
for me and | am currently working in the design field, where |
am creating and expressing myself through artistic means
every day.

Over the past few years | have begun to fuse my back-
ground as an artist/designer with my recent passion for pho-
tography. It is a continual process of learning, exploring,
shooting, re-shooting, processing, and sharing. | have found
that it gives me the opportunity to slow down and be more
aware of the details in God's creation.

Often while shooting | am drawn to the textures that
are created by the peaks and valleys carved into the side of a
mountain, by the patterns that appear in the clouds above, or
by the shapes and forms that occur as man-made objects inter-
act with their surroundings. All speak to me the truth that Je-
sus is involved in the details of everything that has ever been
created.

Photography has become a journey to experience, to
capture, and to share the details | see. These photos are part
of that journey.



Photography for me is sometimes a solitary activity,
God’s creation speaking in a silent voice. Other times, photog-
raphy allows me to spend time with those | love-with shared
experiences and shared joy.

When | slow down to look through the lens, | see things
that | would have missed. How many times had | hurried past,
not noticing the beauty all around me? The lens focuses in on
the details, the intricate handiwork of God and of men.

My camera is a favorite companion, traveling with me
to exotic places, recording memories, capturing emotions, al-
lowing me to see things in new ways. My camera captures
family and friends, images for future generations. My camera
allows me to say with pictures what | can’t say with words.

Focusing on God’s plan, one click at a time.



It wasn’t until recently that I have really considered my
areas of interest as art. | have usually considered myself
someone who likes to explore different things; some of those
things happen to be areas that people would consider art. My
strongest areas of interest are photography and video.

Exploration is something that is rich with meaning for
me, for which the dimensions are really limitless. Exploration is
not only external, but is also internal. It involves discovery,
surprise, mystery, wonder, curiosity, revelation, learning, risk,
the list can go on. This theme of exploration has ebbed and
flowed. Currently, it has been more prevalent. When | am not
experiencing this theme it has usually been crowded out
because it does require the time and presence to pay
attention; to be aware, thinking, asking, and listening. | would
have to say that it has been quite a long time since this theme
has been a part of my life in the creative sense.

Photography allows me to get out there and explore. |
am not sure that | really attached a spiritual dimension to my
photography before. | do know that my thoughts have usually
flowed like this, “OK what will | see today? What will |
discover?” More recently it has turned into a short little prayer,
“What do you want to show me God? What do you want me to
experience? What do you want me to see or pay attention to?
What will You reveal today?” Part of me is looking for the
wonder, the surprise, the discovery of something



different; appreciating the revelation.

Another part of exploring is trying to see in different
ways. | am trying to take the time to see beyond the ordinary
or to see the ordinary differently. Maybe there is something |
have missed before. Maybe there is a story needing to be told.
Being behind the lens or just having the lens in hand helps take

away the distractions and makes me available and open for the
“maybes.”

Upcoming PhotoWalk sponsored by Visual Realia
Fall “Scatter” PhotoWalk at Codorus State Park
Sunday, October 18 at 1:00 pm
For details—go to www.vrphotowalks.com

Andy Smith of coordinates these PhotoWalks.
Our photography group, Aperture, has participated in the
York PhotoWalk in July and we’ll participate again for this

one. The leaves will be changing colors and the temperatures

a little bit cooler. Perfect for autumn lovers. People of all ages

are welcome, even kids. Any camera will do. All you need is a

love for photography, a love for seeing God’s beautiful world,
and a heart for the outdoors.

Check in with the Aperture blogsite.
www.vc-photography.blogspot.com




On two separate occasions | took a walk through down-
town York to take pictures. On one occasion | was participat-
ing in a photo outing in York. Over 70 other photographers
met on the square of York and proceeded to walk through
York specifically looking at the architecture.

All of the members of this walk were as diverse as the
architecture. Some of the members had very basic point-and-
shoot digital cameras, others had a camera like mine (entry-
level dSLR camera), and others had higher level DSLR cameras
with various lenses and accessories. Some of the photogra-
phers had two cameras. | was proud of my new camera even
though I am still learning how to use all of the features.

| was walking with another photographer. She had an
impressive camera and set of lenses and other accessories. |
stopped to take some of the pictures that you see in the gal-
lery. This photographer asked me, "How did you know to take
that photo?" She went on to say that she regularly goes on
these walks all over the Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia
area and she just cannot figure out how people know how to
take these "interesting" photos. She said, "l spent a lot of
money on the cameras and accessories and | still take little
more than snapshots."

She told me of a guy on the last photo walk who would
find the "same kind of shots" as | was taking. She just couldn't
get how to "see" these interesting things. | invited her to walk
with me a bit and to feel free to take the same shots | took. |



explained that all the shots | take don't always turn out "artsy"
as she described it. After a bit of following me she thanked me
and said she thought she would try it on her own for a bit.

This reminded me of my spiritual walk. | remember the
times in my life when | bought the "latest study Bible" or the
"newest book on spirituality" in order to deepen my relation-
ship with Jesus. | often found I had all these new shiny tools
(much like my friend on the photo outing), but | was unable to
really make the kind of progress | was desiring. You see, |
thought having the tool was what would allow me to grow.

As | discovered recently, | seem to have an ability to
find some "interesting photos." | believe some of that has
come from looking at the photography of others. I love to look
at interesting pictures. | think that as you look at great photog-
raphy you can begin to "look for" the same kinds of opportuni-
ties in your own world. Sometimes it takes walking along with
another person who takes really interesting pictures to begin
to look for these opportunities—just like my friend Sue did
with me.

In my spiritual walk | have learned to "look for" where
God is at work in my life—where He is moving and where He is
showing me love. | have begun to do this because | have had
the opportunity to walk with people who have the ability to
see these things in their own lives as well as to point them out
in my life.

Are you looking for the places God is working in your
life and showing you His love? If you are struggling with this, is
there someone in your life that can help you find those good
"photos"?
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TRANSFORMING ARTS
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